‘amu tterature is a rich storehouse of poetry and 
Prose. Yet there was no play in Tamil till the end of 
the nineteenth century. Sundaram Pillai, a great 
admirer of Shakespeare, first introduced the play 
as a literary form. 


His play Manonmaniyam, has, apart from elements 
of mystery and romance, an underlying allegory. 
Jeevakan, the soul, shrouded in maya characterised 
by Kudilan, comes to grief. Sundara Muni, the 
guiding spirit, brings enlightenment at the appro- 
priate moment 

The story of Manonmani, an unaffected, simple 
girl, who finds her love blossoming after a crisis, 
has long been popular in Tamil Nadu; and though 
Tamil drama has come a long way since Pillai wrote 
Manonmaniyam, this pioneering play continues to 
be studied by students of Tamil literature. 
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Varnam 


MANONMAN| 
[Pel 8 


MANONMANI WAS THE ONLY CHILD OF JEEVAKAN, THE WEAK PANDYA KING, 
UNDER THE SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE OF THE SAGE, SUNDARA, HOWEVER, 
| THE KING RULED WELL AND H/S SUBVECTS WERE HAPP) 


| MUST GET THAT INTERFERING, 
OLD SAGE OUT OF THE WAY. 
| WILL HAVE TO WAIT FOR 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO DO 
IT WITHOUT ARQUSING 
SUSPICION. 


amar chitra katha_ 


JEEVAKAN, IVE COME 
TO TAKE LEAVE OF You. 
1 AM GOING AWAY ON 
A PILGRIMAGE TO 
THE GANGA. 7 
> od 


PLL BE LOST, WITHOU 
YOU. PLEASE DON’T GO, 


BUT THIS WAS THE OPPORTUNITY 
KUDILAN HAD BEEN WAITING FOR 


AND HE WASN?T GOING TO LOSE IT. 


YOUR MAJESTY, IT WOULD | 
BE SELFISH ON OUR PART} 


THAT HE WILL 


}7 You ARE RIGHT. 
MY ONLY HOPE 15 
aay RETURN SOON. 


WON MAN 


PRINCESS, MAY YOU \ 
MARRY A VIRTUOUS D 
AND VALIANT MAN 


SHE CERTAINLY WILLs 
FOR IF [ CAN ARRANGE 
IT, SHE?LL MARRY My. 


fry \ SON, BALADEVAN. 


MANONMANL 


WAY, IT WON'T BE. LONG 
BEFORE | HAVE THE 
KING IN MY 


THAT GLORY. 


s 


OF THE WISE SAGE HAVE 2 
HB, MADE OUR KING BLIND TO J FROM HIS MINISTER. 
‘) KUDILAN?S WICKED WAYS. Alp} ae 
al 
(Z| 


"p] a 


LATER,AS KUDILAN AND HIS SON, 
BALADEVAN, RODE AWAY FROM THE PALACE— 


FATHER, WITH YOUR 
INFLUENCE OVER THE 


THE KING 15 OLD AND 

HAS NO SON.WHO DO 

You THINK WILL 

SUCCEED HIM, 
FATHER 2 


THE MAN WHO 


gy | MARRIES THE 
e,\ PRINCESS 
MeO WILL BE THE 


NEXT KING. 


RING,! COULD EASILY 


NOT THAT 
THE IDEA HASN'T 
OCCURRED TO ME. 


| WILL HAVE TO PLAN MY MOVES 

CAREFULLY. THE PEOPLE OF MADURAI 

WILL OTHERWISE RISE IN 
REBELLION. 


TO BEGIN WITH, | MUST GET 
THE KING TO RULE FROM 
TIRUNELVELI, MY 
STRONGHOLD, 


MANONMANL 


LL PUT THE MATTER 
\ BEFORE MY COUNCIL 
| RULING FROM TIRUNELVELI, OF MINISTERS. 
YOU MIGHT CHANGE THE / Lag 
VERY COURSE 
OF HISTORY. 


A GOOD KING > Tour, FATHER, ALL 
CAN RULE OUR ANCESTORS, 
FROM | BM) HAVE RULED 

ANYWHERE ANG 


TIRUNELVELI 1S 


TOO SMALL AND 
TOO FAR AWAY 
TO BE THE 
CAPITAL. 


THAT MAY 
BE TRUE... 


amar chitra katha __ 


|..BUT | WOULD BE \/"A WISE MAN sees BUT THE SEED NEEDS HE 19 RIGHT, | 
A PIONEER AND THE MIGHTY TREE PROTECTION.\AS THE / YOUR MAJESTY) 
| FAMED FOR GIVING \ IN A SMALL SEED. ARMY CHIEF, CAN / WE MUST CON-] 
TIRUNELVELI : TELL YOU THAT SIDER ALL 
THE STATURE j WITHOUT A STRONG | ASPECTS OF THE! 
| OF MADURAI | ‘ 
WHAT DO YoI CANE AN EASY PREY TAKING SUCH 
| Sav, KUDILAN TO ENEMIES, A MAJOR 
} ~ DECISION , 


NO, KUDILAN | YOu 
MUSTN’T, | NEED 
t YOu. 1 SHALL DO 
iF YOU HAVE NO YOU SAY. 
FAITH IN MY JUDGEMENT, 
YOUR MAJESTY, IT?S 
BEST THAT | RESIGN, 


| TIRUNELVEL/ BECAME THE CAPITAL OF THE PANDYA KINGDOM | 


| BUT MANONMAN/ WAS NOT HAPPY ABOUT IT. 


MANONMANI, YOU \/'1 AM HAPPY 

ARE UNUSUALLY | IF YOU ARE 

QUIET, AREN’T HAPPY, 
You HAPPY FATHER. 


aay. MY DAUGHTER IS IT 15 NOT 


A\ SAD. | THINK SHE} MADURAI SHE 
YEARNS FOR YEARNS FOR, 
MADURAI. YOUR MAJESTY. 

IT 1S THE YEARNING 
OF A FLOWER IN 
FULL BLOOM, 


HER ANSWER, HOWE\ 
TH pee 


KUDILAN. IT?S 
TIME | GOT HER 
MARRIED. 


You ARE Aes" | 


HE COULDN'T 7 

OF} fave GIVEN Me 
A BETTER 
OPENING. 


LET IT WAIT TILL. 
SAGE SUNDARA 
RETURNS, 


WITHOUT 
CONSULTING 


= ieee MANONMANI 
MEANWHILE , THE SAGE HAD RETURNED FROM HIS PILGRIMAGE, 
BUT TO MADURAI, THE OLD CAPITAL. 
IT IS KUDILAN’S WORK, 
HOLY SAGE, THE KING HE SEEMS TO HAVE. 
NO LONGER LIVES HERE. SOME STRANGE POWER 
re | 


TIRUNELVELI 15 OVER THE KING. 
HIS NEW CAPITAL. 


[THE SAGE PROCEEDED 
TOWARDS TIRUNELVELI. 
KUDILAN 
HAS GONE TOO FAR. 
| MUST FIND A WAY 
TO RELEASE THE 
WEAK RING FROM, 
THE CLUTCHES: 
OF THAT WICKED 
Q MINISTER. 


I CS 
‘MAY GOD BL! 


SE BLESS YES,HOLY SAGE ! 
53 NEW CAPITAL, PLEASE DON’T Je 


‘BUT RUDILAN QUICKLY $0 YOU WANT ME JEEVAKAN, 
TERVENE! OUT OF THE WAY. ACCEPT YOUR, 
areas era N eon Tat 

- BUT | WANT 
MENDICANTS TO STAY 


I i Wop fe, } Se ; PLACE TO 
\._ TOO LONG. 4 ‘ LIVE IN. 
S 


MANONMANI 


EAGER TO KEEP HIM IN TIRUNELVELI, THE KING IMMEDJATEL 
UP FOR THE SAGE. A FEW DAYS LATER-WP 


LY HAD A HERMITAGE SET 


HOLY SAGE, ISN’T 

(T TIME MANONMANI p 

WAS MARRIED ? CAN WOULD BE PURUSHOTHAMAN, 
YOU SUGGEST A THE CHERA KING. YOU 
SUITABLE BRIDE- A. CAN SEND NATARAJAN 
GROOM FOR HER? WITH THE PROPOSAL. 


| WISH TO SEND 
NATARAVAN AS OUR 
AMBASSADOR TO THE 
KING OF CHERA, 
OFFERING HIM THE 
HAND OF MANONMANI 
ASK HIM TO SEE ME. 


| WILL GO TO HIM 
RIGHT AWAY, YOUR 
MAJESTY, 


NATARAJAN SHALL 
CERTAINLY GO— 

BUT NOT TO THE 
CHERA CAPITAL! 


omar chitra katha 
THE MOMENT HE REACHED HOME, BALADEVAN CAME TO SEE HIM. 


FATHER, | HEAR THAT) MANONMANI WILL MARRY YOU AND 
MANONMANI 15, NO ONE ELSE. NOW BRING NATARAJAN 
TO ME IMMEDIATELY. 


MARRYING THE. 


GO TO MADURAI AT ONCE) (1 WILL START 
TAXES FROM THERE IMMEDIATELY, 
ARE DUE FOR QUITE JP AH! | BEGIN TO. 
SOME TIME, | } UNDERSTAND My 
FATHER'S PLANS, 


KUDILAN, DIDN?T YOU 

SPEAK TO NATARAJAN? 
HE HAS NOT YET 
COME TO SEE ME. 


BALADEVAN HIMSELF 
WENT TO HIM. 


MANONMANI 


[BALADEVAN WAS SummONED. 


|YOUR MAJESTY, 
NATARAJAN SAID 
THAT HE WAS BUSY 
AND WOULD SEE 
You AFTER HE HAD 
| FINISHED THE 
WORK ON HAND. 


YOUR MAJESTY, 


WHY DON’T YOu 
SEND BALADEVAN 
INSTEAD 2? HE,NO 
LESS THAN 

MYSELF, IS YOUR, 
SERVANT. 


HE 1S UNRELIABLE, 


A GOODY 


SUGGESTION. 
BALADEVAN, 
You MAY 

LEAVE | 
IMMEDIATELY. 


GO, BALADEVAN, AND 
‘SEE THAT THE CHERA 
KING DOESN’T RESPOND 
FAVOURABLY TO 
THE PROPOSAL. 
7 


PLL CERTAINLY 
SEE TO IT THAT 
HE DOESN'T, 


YOU DON’T SEEM TO BE 
YOURSELF, WHAT 1S 
THE MATTER WITH 
YOu, PRINCESS 2 


1 CAN TELL YOu 
ABOUT IT, DEAR 
VANI. | HAD A 


amar chitra katha 


“ft HANDSOME 
PRINCE , 
GARLANDED ME 


“SAND 
VANISHED: 


di 


WHO IS HE? | DON’T KNow. 

WHERE DOES N BUT | WILL 

HE Live 2 MARRY HIM AND. 
NO ONE ELSE. 


At THAT VERY MOMENT, MILES AWAY, 
THE CHERA KING, PURUSHOTHAMAN, 


WHERE IS SHE 2 WHO Ay 
1S SHE ? WHOEVER SHE 
1S, SHE HAS STOLEN 
MY PEACE. 


ENOUGH. | MUST NOT LET 
SUCH DREAMS DISTRACT ME 
FROM MY ROYAL DUTIES. 


amor chitra katha 
THAMAN SAT ON HIS THRONE AT COURT, NOT A 
R DREAM 


YOUR MAJESTY, 


THERE 1S A 


WHILE BALADEVAN’S (MPUDENCE LEFT 
THE COURT GASPING, THE CHERA KING 
CONTROLLED HIS ANGER. 


DEMANDS, 
THE TRIBUTE ¥ 
DUE TO HIM. 


DOES YOUR KING TO PAY THE 
MAKE HIS CLAIM? A TRIBUTE, MARRY | 
OUR PRINCESS, 


MANONMANI 


YOUNG MAN, IS IT THE 
CUSTOM IN YOUR KINGDOM 
TO BARTER YOUR WOMEN 

AWAY IN MARRIAGE? 


THE UNPAID ARREARS: 

@ CAN BE PART OF HER 
B. DOWRY. YOU GAIN A 

i WIFE TOO. 


HIS FEET AND HANDS. OR PUNISHED. 


7 SEND HIM TO PRISON,, = HE 1S ONLY A MESSENGER. 
YOUR MAJESTY. BIND. HE CANNOT BE BLAMED 


= ___amar chitra katha 
70 BACK AND TELL 


YOUR KING THAT 
| SHALL ANSWER HIM 
ON THE BATTLEFIELD, 


2a BACK AT TIRUNELVEL/— WHEN RUDILAN CONVEYED THE 
EWS TO THE KING — 
DID YOU FOLLOW YI WAS 60 RUDE THAT \IIl|| PY ie 
MY INSTRUCTIONS, { THE CHERA KING ! HE ANSWERS MY 
BALADEVAN ? és LOST HIS PATIENCE PROPOSAL WITH A- 
x , CALL FOR WAR? 


» 
HE SEEMS 
ARROGANT. THE 


SAGE HAS NOT 


AND PROCLAIMED 
WAR | 


LET US MEET THE SAGE 
AND SEEK HIS 


GUIDANCE, 
» KUDILAN gp 


WANT ANYONE TO. 
DISTURB Him. 


r 


STRANGE THAT) BUT YOU HAVE. 


amar chitra kathe. 
| | BEFORE THE PANDYAS. SET OUT FOR THE 


THE COURSE WE 


© ae ae 1S SATE ny CHILD, SEND ME TO 

—_— THE BATTLEFIELD 

5 ; zs WITH A SMILE. 
Eokay \ YOUR BRAVERY |S Vs 
KNOWN, 8UT BEWARE 

THEM A , OF VILLAINY. 
TASTE OF ” ’ 
THE PANDYA, i 
VALOUR. 


ALL HAIL TO 
JEEVAKAN ! 


TO VICTORY! 
TO VICTORY! 


- MANONMANL — — 
SUPPOSING OUR KING WINS WIN OR LOSE, THE KING 
| YOuR PLANS WILL FALL ‘SHALL DIE ON THE 
THROUGH THEN; BATTLEFIELD, 
BALADEVAN ! 


JEEVAKAN FOUGHT BRAVEL: 
VICTORY 15 


EVEN THE FIGHTING LIKE THE 
CHERA KING GOD OF WAR HIMSELF 
ADMIRED 
HIS OLDER 
ADVERSARY. 


___amar chitra katha 
WW THAT THEY WERE AT AN ADVANTAGE — 


| MUST THINK FAST. THAT’S IT. 
PLL SPLIT THE ARMY, 


WHEN BALADEVA 


THE ENEMIES ARE ATTACKING. 
THE FORT FROM THE OPPOSITE 
SIDE. GO THERE, "LL STAY 


BACK .JEEVAKAN LOOKED ON HELPLESSLY 
AS HIS MAHUT, PIERCED BY AN ARROW, FELL. 


AT THIS INOPPORTUNE MOMENT, 
AN ARROW HIT THE KING. 
AA... A...AH! 


(HE’s HEADING For J 
THE FORT. PLL 
FOLLOW Him. 


SOON AFTER THE ROYAL ELEPHANT EN; 
RUSHING IN, 


THE ENEMY 

SOLDIERS ARE 

COMING. QUICK ! 

SHUT THE MAIN YOURE IN, 
ENTRANCE. SIR! 


omar chitra katha 
[INSIDE THE FORT, THE SAGE SAW THEM APPROACH. Page 


Wy, 


Uf 
POOR JEEVAKAN!) Yi f f Wf 
WHAT A PRICE Yi yj 
TO PAY FOR y / y 
MISPLACED A 
TRUST! Ooo8 Sal 7 Y 


THE ELEPHANT TOOK THE WOUNDED +. AND PLACED HIM GENTLY IN THE 
KING IN HIS TRUNK... WAITING ARMS OF THE SAGE. 


WITH THE SAG! 


HOW BITTER IS THE 

TASTE OF DEFEAT! 

| | HAVE STAINED THE 
PANDYA VALOUR 


THINK OF 
LET ME DIE 


MANONMANI.. 


YES,| HAVE YET 
TO GET HER 
MARRIED. 


YOUR MAJESTY, 
WHY DON’T YOU 
MARRY HER 
TO MY SON, 
BALADEVAN?. 


JUST THEN MANCNMAN( 
HERSELF CAME RUNNING 
IN, FOLLOWED BY 
BALADEVAN. 


omar chitra katha. 


ry 


ONE MOMENT, YOUR MAJESTY. 
BEFORE YOU USE THIS TUNNEL, 
WE SHOULD MAKE SURE 


THAT ENEMY SOLDIERS 
ARE. NOT ANYWHERE 
NEAR THE EXIT, 


LET ME GO 
AHEAD ALONE AND 
‘SEE IF THE WAY 


r FOIL MY PLANS, WILE 
HE! 1 HAVE ONLY 
ONE WAY OUT. 


amar chitra katha 


MEANWHILE, AT THE CAMP OF PURUSHOTHAMAN , THE CHERA KING — 


JEEVAKAN HAS WITHDRAWN WE HAVE NO CHANCE, 
INTO HIS FORT. WE WILL MY LORD. THE FORT 
HAVE TO ATTACK THE FORT, 15 IMPREGNABLE. 


WuST THEN, ‘A STRANGER INSISTS ON 
A GUARD SEEING YOU, YOUR MAJESTY. 
ENTERED. 

TO BENEFIT IF YOU LET 

\ HIM SEE You. 


TAM KUDILAN, Ch me MY 15 THAT 002 YI 
ONCE JEEVAKAN?S LEAD ME. TO 
MINISTER NOW YOUR ADMIRER ‘5 
AND SLAVE .KILL JEEVAKAN 
AND MAKE ME THE KIN 
PLL BE YOUR VASSAL 


SS 
MEANWHILE, AT THE COTTAGE 


OF MIND-ONLY IF MA 
IS MARRIED. AND BALADEVAN 
15 50 LOYAL. 


OY ten ter 
MANONMAN! 
GET READY FOR 


THE CEREMONY, 7, 
JEEVAKAN, 


BuT IF My 
CALCULATIONS ARE 
CORRECT, BALADE! 
WILL NOT BE THE 
GROOM. 


| PREPARATIONS WERE HURRIEDLY MAC 
MANONMAN WAS ABOUT TO BE 


THERE HE 15! 
THAT?S JEEVAKAN, 
KILL HIM. 


BUT TO RUDILAN’S SURPRISE, 
PURUSHOTHAMAN WHIRLED ROUND. 


FALL AT 
THE FEET OF 
YOUR KING! / mc 
HIS SON SHALL BE 


BANISHED FROM MY _/ 


MANONMANI 


| (7 WAS ONLY THEN FzemmuagZ 


WHY, HE [5 | HAVE 
THAT MANONMANI THE PRINCE FOUND HER! 

| AND PuRUSHO- OF MY IT IS SHE! 
THAMAN SAW 


DREAM. 
EACH OTHER 


CLEARLY, 


AND WALKING IN A DREAM AS IT 
WERE, MANONMAN( WENT UP TO 
PURUSHOTHAMAN AND GARLANDED HIM, 


LATER, AS JEEVAKAN AND PURUSHOTHAMAN SAT TALKING IN THE PALACE 

THE UNNECESSARY BLOODSHED THAT HAD BEEN CAUSED BY THE EVIL KUDI 
AND BALADEVAN— [— Awe 

\T 1S MY FAULT. BALADEVAN’S, 

BEHAVIOUR 


YWHEN THE MINISTER 
AND HIS SON 
{COULD puPE me, 
SHOULD Have Jem] THEIR RING, WHY 
MADE ME 2) fr DO YOU BLAME 
| SuSPEcT THAT fe | i YOURSELF? 
SOMETHING AN 


AMAR CHITRA KATH 
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